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GILLIAN SORENSEN  – Senior Adviser, UN Foundation 

Ms. Sorensen spoke of her work with a range of different groups.  With the model UN she 
promoted a sense of global community and responsibility.  She sought in particular to respond to 
UN critics in the US, admitting of UN failings but also aiming to elevate the debate to a more 
constructive place.  She was especially struck that a number of audiences, including the military 
and evangelical groups, were not exposed to the UN vision and were receptive to the message, 
which served to counter certain myths and misconceptions about the UN which developed in the 
absence of other information.   

 

Ms. Sorensen advocated for the need to more fully communicate the UN message, and said that 
she saw herself as a messenger in this respect, and this was her personal mission.  She sought to 
ground her message in reality and to locate her UN vision at the intersection between idealism 
and realism. She particularly aimed to engage young persons in the US, since the UN was not 
taught in high schools, and to support greater leadership of the UN message among governors, 
mayors, colleges, teachers and the clergy. In terms of practical actions that could be taken in this 
regard, she suggested that communications needed to convey human stories beyond the statistics; 
that people needed to mobilize, lobby, dramatize and raise the profile to a larger community; and 
that ordinary citizens could write to their political representatives or submit op-eds in the 
newspapers.  Moreover, conviction in one’s beliefs was contagious, so it was important to share 
your passion on this issue.  

The follow-up discussion covered the following: 

With respect to a vision for the international system, participants drew attention to the need to 
focus on bringing human rights to the world; to address systemic inequalities in global economic 
relations and institutions by promoting economic parity and inclusiveness; and to give a greater 
voice to those currently deprived.  Ms. Sorensen stressed that it was important to be practical, 
and to act at the local level on these issues e.g. assisting refugees in your own community. 

Regarding the reality to be addressed, challenges noted included the need to acknowledge the 
state of the environment; and to create more effective communications through the media and 
stronger partnerships with civil society.  In terms of support, the UN itself was a unique and 
inspiring space given its international spirit, as was the strength of personal commitment.  



In terms of options for the way forward, participants pointed to the value of sharing 
information, notably through books such as “Human rights cities”; of empowering people e.g. 
prisoners growing their own food; of going to political representatives and leaders; of clarifying 
communications; and of expressing your passion. 


